
������������ Elon Musk’s Reading List: Books That 
Shaped a Billionaire Mind 
Behind every visionary like Elon Musk is a mind shaped by powerful ideas, and many of 
those ideas came from books. Musk has repeatedly said that he learned more from 
reading than from formal education, and the titles he's recommended provide insight 
into how he thinks about the world, technology, and human potential. 

This list is perfect for entrepreneurs, futurists, and curious minds who want to think like 
Elon Musk by diving into the same books that inspired him. 
 

������������ Structures: Or Why Things Don’t Fall Down by J.E. Gordon 

Why Musk loves it: This book gave Elon a practical understanding of physics and 
structural design—foundational to building rockets at SpaceX. 

�� Great for non-engineers curious about physics 
�� Explains why bridges, buildings, and rockets don’t collapse 

Google Search Phrases to use: books Elon Musk recommends, how Elon Musk 
learned rocket science, best engineering books for beginners 

 

������ The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 

Why Musk loves it: A hilarious sci-fi classic that celebrates imagination, curiosity, and 
absurdity, core traits of Musk’s personality. 

�� Influenced Elon’s playful approach to space and tech 
�� Inspired names like Tesla’s “Don’t Panic” launch screen 

Google Search Phrases to use: Elon Musk favourite books, science fiction Elon Musk, 
Hitchhiker’s Guide influence 

 

��� Zero to One by Peter Thiel 

Why Musk loves it: Thiel is a fellow PayPal co-founder, and this book captures the 
startup philosophy that defines Silicon Valley. 

�� Focuses on innovation over imitation 
�� Promotes contrarian thinking—something Elon lives by 

Google Search Phrases to use: startup books Elon Musk, Peter Thiel Elon Musk, Zero 
to One explained 



��� Einstein: His Life and Universe by Walter Isaacson 

Why Musk loves it: Elon admires Einstein’s ability to think differently, challenge the 
status quo, and remain endlessly curious. 

�� Deep dive into the life of one of humanity’s greatest minds 
�� Reinforces the value of independent thought and bold questions 

Google Search Phrases to use: Elon Musk and Einstein, biographies Elon Musk reads, 
books about genius thinkers 

 

� Benjamin Franklin: An American Life by Walter Isaacson 

Why Musk loves it: Musk sees Franklin as a fellow entrepreneur-inventor who wore 
many hats, scientist, printer, diplomat, and revolutionary. 

�� Highlights the power of reinvention and resilience 
�� One of the few historical figures Elon compares himself to 

Google Search Phrases to use: Elon Musk biography favourites, Benjamin Franklin 
entrepreneur, books about innovation history 

 

����� Why This Matters 

Musk didn’t just read these books, he absorbed their lessons and applied them to 
building real-world solutions, from electric cars to Mars rockets. This reading list gives 
you a roadmap to expand your mindset, challenge assumptions, and dive deeper into 
first principles thinking. 

“I read books. I was raised by books.” – Elon Musk 

. 



Driving the Future 
The Transition from EV to H2V, Electric, Hydrogen or 
Both? The hydrogen revolution is upon the world, 
but the disasters of the past are haunting.  

�������� Is hydrogen the missing piece in the clean energy 
revolution? 
� Can hydrogen-powered vehicles (H2Vs) reshape 
transportation as we know it? 
�� How does hydrogen fuel stack up against electric 
vehicles in the race for zero emissions? 
 
This book takes a deep dive into the potential of 
hydrogen fuel cell technology and its role in 
transforming transportation. From zero-emission 
hydrogen-powered cars to large-scale green hydrogen 
production, it explores how this evolving technology 
could revolutionize mobility and contribute to a 
sustainable future. 

Available Here on Amazon 

https://www.amazon.com/Driving-Future-Transition-revolution-disasters/dp/B0DNM8MYXZ/
https://www.amazon.com/Driving-Future-Transition-revolution-disasters/dp/B0DNM8MYXZ/

